UBRARY 


To:-  The  Chairiian  a  ileiiibers  of  the 

Tavistoch  Rural  District  Cour.cil 


wmsTMi: 
[BUML  OISTRIOri 
COUKCIL 


!.iri:DICl.L  OFFICER  HRhLTH  for _1 9 4 4 . 

I'lr.  Chairnan  h  Gentloiiien, 

I  beg  to  submit  an  abbreviated  ?3r-itime  Annu^dpieport  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1944.  V^V 

The  general  health  of  your  DistriH^can  on,  the"  whole  throuc^hout 
the  year  be  described  as  good. 

The  birth  rate  compares  very  favourably  with  that  of  England 
and  i/i/ales  as  a  whole.  The  death  rate,  although  slightly  higher 
than  that  of  England  and  Wales,  has  not  the  adva±itage  of  being 
corrected  by  a  comparability  figure.  This  figure,  usually  supplied 
hegistrar-Deneral,  has  for  the  time  being  been  suspended, 
and  it  Was  considered  that  the  labour  of  preparing  a  local 
one  was  .justified.  It  can,  hov/ever,  be  stated  that  froiii  a 
.-■aiowleage  of  the  age  distribution  of  the  population  that  a 
comparab llitj?-  factor  would  considerably  reduce  the  crude  death 
rate  as  here  stated. 

As  regards  the  environiuental  services  for  which  your  Council 
is  responsible  -  housing,  sanitation  and  general  a..ienitiss  ^  an 
enormous  aiuount  of  w^ork  remains  outstanding  before  a  state  of 
parity  can  be  claimed  with  the  personal  services  adaini s tered  by 
the  County  Authority.  In  this  respect  I  feel  it  mv  dutv  to  record 
an  opinion  that  the  present  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 

inadequate  to  deal  v/ith  the  manifold  and  urgent  problems 
which  loowi  ahead. 

Staff  of  Public  Health  Departmenti- 
lle d i cTr "Of f i c e r  of  Health* 

E.  D.  Alien-Price,  11. D.  (State  He d ic ine ) ,  M.B.,Ch.B., 

D.P.H.  Birni. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building  Surveyor 
J-Ir.  T.  H.  Harris,  A.H.I.S.E. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

hr.  L.  J,  Shepherd,  II.R.S.I.,  Cert,  of 


ieat  6c  Poods,  etc. 


SECTION  A .  STATISTICS . 

Area  in  acres  151,616 
Population  15,690 

Parishes  24 

Vital  Statistics . 

Live  Births  Legit Ima t e 

Illegitimate 


Males  Females 


125 

15 


135 

11 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  residents  18*3 
England  and  Wales  17*6 

Still  Births 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  15. 
Deaths 


Total  286. 


The  nuiiiber  of  deaths  registered  was  215 


i.Ia  Ics  ..  ,,  104 

Females  ,  .  ,  ,  q]_q 

Death  rate  . .  . .  13*8 

England  and  Wales  ..  n-e 

Infantile  deaths  ..  12 

Infantile  death  rate  42 

England  and  Wales  ..  46 
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Inf^e_c tioun  Causes 

W'yjop  jiag  Coag^Ia  . .  1 

Tutarculos is  •  .  2 

Syphilis  . .  1 

Influenza  . .  2 

General  jGans^ 

Cancer  ..  33 

Diabetes  .  .  2 

Cerebral  haemorrhage/  S3 
heart  disease  . .  73 

Disease  of  lungs  ..  16 

Disease  of  stomach  ..  2 

Infantile  diarrhoea ».  2 

Appendicitis  . *  2 

Other  digestive  diseases  5 
liephritis  .  .  10 

Pre maturity  ..  B 

Suicides  . .  3 

Other  violent  causes o  9 

All  other  causes  *.  2_4 

215 


SEC'^O^N  ,  GENERAL  ^^R0jnSJ_0Il  • 

TheBO  remain  as  reported  on  previous  occasions.  An  ambulance 
service  is  administered  by  the  St.  John  Aabulance  Brigade  and 
appears  to  be  adec-uate  to  cover  the  district. 

A  most  urgent  need  is'  suitable  ac coiu.iodat ion  for  maternity 
cases.  Representations  have  been  made  to  the  County  Authority  on 
this  question.  In  this  respect  it  is  well  to  remark  that  your 
Medical  Officer  is  opposed  to  the  provision  of  maternity  beds  at 
the  Public  Assistance  Institution.  '^Vhat  is  needed  is  suitable 
lying-in  accommodation  for  all  sections  of  the  community.  With 
the  lack  of  domestic  help  and  the  increasing  dislike  of  girls  to 
undertake  domestic  service,  the  ordinary  housewife  is  at  her  wits' 
end  v/hen  she  has  a  baby.  With  the  Urban  District  there  are 
approximately  400  births  a  year  in  the  vicinity  and  no  accommodation 
at  a  reasonable  cost. 

SECTION  C .  SANIT.-.RY  CIRC'A.ISTANCES  OF  THE  AREx^ . 

Routine  sanitary  work  has  been  carried  out  as  time  would  permit. 

Mr.  Harris  has  supplied  me  with  the  following  figures: - 
Nuisances  dealt  with  ..  89 

Water  supplies  new  and  repaired  53 
New  Council  Houses  water  G 

vYater  Samples  ..  8 

Kott ’’drains  and  repairs  ..  32 

Farms  Inspected  for  milk  supply  27 
Premises  disinfected  ..  9 

Tins  of  food  condemaied  ..  1499 

General  supervision  of  water  supplies  -  sewerage  and  maintenance 
of  Council  houses. 

A  great  deal  could  be  written  about  the  sanitary  circumstances 
in  general,  but  this  has  been  deferred  to  a  future  date. 

All  the  Schools  in  the  District  have  been  visited  several 
times.  I  do  not  think  that  any  comply  v;ith  the  recommendations  of 
the  1944  Education  Act. 
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SECTION  D  •  KOUS 5^0  . 

The  Housing  Survey  of  the  Rural  District  co.-iienced  on  1st  of 
October,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  Hr.  Shepherd  reverted  that 
the  nuiaber  of  houses  inspected  was  373,  which  were  placed  in  the 
following  categories 


(1) 

96 

(11) 

52 

(111) 

133 

(  Iv) 

65 

(v) 

27 

SECT  ION  E  .  INSPECTION  J^D  S'UPERVIS  ION  OF  FOOD  o 

Many  cov/sheds  and  dairies  were  inspected  b^?"  your  Medical 
Officer  during  the  year  and  with  fev/  exceptions  a  depressing  state 
of  affairs  existed. 

Me  a  t .  There  are  at  the  moiient  no  slaughterhouses  operating 
in  the  Rural  District. 

Village  food  shops  are  Inspected  fron  time  to  time. 
Most  are  in  a  satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness,  but  in  a  few 
instances  advice  was  given. 

SECTION  P .  PREVALENCE  OF  MD  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES , 

Throughout  the  year  Infectious  conditions  were  characterised 
more  by  their  varietur  than  their  numbers.  Nothing  in  the  nature 
of  an  epidemic  occurred. 

The  following  infectious  diseases  v;ere  notifiedi™ 


Diphtheria  2 
Cerebro- spinal  fever  3 
Scarlet  fever  8 
Chicken-pox  2 
Influenzal  pneuiwonia  8 
Vi/hooping  cough  20 
Malaria  2 
Erysipelas  2 
Puerperal  pyrexia  1 
Measles  7 
Polio  myelitis  1 


Lmiiunisation  against  diphtheria  continued  and  on  December  31st 
out  of  an  estimated  1,046  children  under  five  years  of  age  46^  had 
been  protected,  and  out  of  2,480  school  children  83^°  had  completed 
the  treatment. 

Tuberculosis .  Tvs/enty-f our  fresh  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year.  Man^r  o'f  these  viere  Service  personnel  who  had  been 
Invalided  from  the  Forces.  At  the  close  of  the  year  77  cases 
remained  on  the  Register,  33  males  and  44  females. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Council  for  the  ready  hearing  always 
Afforded . 

I  cui,  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  D.  Alien-Price. 
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